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Special points of interest 

 South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools 
continue to act out their    
mission to educate, inspire and 
empower students to be high 
achieving, contributing      
members of a global society. 

Memorial STEP UP 
GIS—Mr. Bob Bell 

This year went by quickly at the Junior High 

School. We had so many wonderful           

opportunities for enrichment.  

One of the more recent opportunities was a trip to the Cleveland Science 

Center to meet the renown Discovery Channel co-host of Myth Busters, 

Adam Savage. Our students impressed with their ability to think on the 

fly and create a model house out of various materials that demonstrated 

new and efficient ways to use energy. They also demonstrated some of 

the robotics challenge and were able to observe what other STEM 

schools were working on in the way of math and science.   

The Junior High students will attend the play The Fantasticks on May 

24th. The Fantasticks is an excellent study in creative writing. The play 

uses the story or  Romeo and Juliet to tell another story. If Romeo and 

Juliet had lived and if their families had not fought, who would they be? 

With the use of the study guide provided by the theater, it will be a won-

derful enrichment opportunity. 
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 STEP UP—Invention Convention 
GIS—Gina Arnold 

The Invention Convention was a great success! The students were amazing and 

truly impressed the judges with their preparation, articulation and creativity. The 

inventors that were selected to represent South Euclid Lyndhurst School District at 

the 2016 Northeast Region Invention Convention Competition were: 

Grade 3: 

Owen Thompson  

Invention: Glue Gone, which cleans out the glue caps and keeps them clog-free. 

Grade 4: 

Lily Anderson 

Invention: BAM Shoulder Pads, which protect your shoulders while carrying a heavy 

backpack. 

Grade 5: 

Hayden Herold 

Invention: Tablet Holder 9001, which is designed to hold your tablet in bed.  

Gio Tripi 

Invention: Home Row Homies, which keeps your fingers directed to the home row 

when learning how to type. 

Jack Fromet 

Invention: The Wild Warner, which is an animal detection system for cars designed 

to keep animals safe and out of the way of vehicles on the 

road. 

Grade 6: 

Kennedy Hammer 

Invention: Proficient Pencil, a writing instrument that does it 

all.  
 

Congratulations to Justine Anderson, who was nominated 

for the Ohio Choice Inventor’s Award. 

 

2 

 

Students talking with 

judges at the            

Invention Convention. 

Congratulations to Mrs. Gina 

Arnold—Teacher of Excellence 

for the 2016 Invention           

Convention. 



 

As a culminating activity 

for a novel that was 

shared with fourth grade 

STEP UP students, they 

visited the Cleveland  

Museum of Art. While 

there they worked with a 

docent to learn more 

about the Egyptian art in 

the museum. 

ALPHA Reading: Greenview Grades 4  - 6        
GIS: Mrs. Gina Arnold 

The ALPHA Reading students completed their first WordMasters  competition. The 

students worked extremely hard to prepare for the competition. The WordMasters 

competition involves learning the meanings of new vocabulary  and then being able 

to use the new vocabulary in analogy form. The winners are as follows: 

Grade 4: 

1st Place: Gabriella Moore 

2nd Place: Malcolm Rutledge  

Grade 5:  

1st Place: Gianna DiCenzi 

2nd Place: Jack Fromet 

3rd: Giovanni Tripi and Benjamin Weil 

Grade 6: 

1st Place: Stella Collich 

2nd Place: Lucy Drenen 

3rd Place: Lily Ladaika 
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STEP UP— Grades 3—5: Continental Math 

 
The students completed their first Continental Math League competition. Through-

out the year, the students have been graphing their results after each round of the 

competition and setting goals to help achieve a personal best. Medals and awards 

were handed out in class. Award winners in the competition by grade are: 

3rd Grade: 

1st Place: Nomar Tobias  and Jade Tumbry 

2nd Place: William Butler  

3rd Place: Brian Spahiu  

4th Place: Owen Thompson  

5th Place: Caitlyn Morton 

4th Grade: 

1st Place: Luke Yamane 

2nd Place: Darnell Scott, Jr. 

3rd. Place: Rachel Cindric 

4th Place: Markalla Tumbry 

5th Place: Lillian Anderson and Bailey Hodges 

5th Grade: 

1st Place: Gianna DiCenzi 

2nd Place: Giovannni Tripi 

3rd Place: Hayden Herold 

4th Place: Alexa Walters, Vincent Crenshaw, and Jack Fromet  

Congratulations to all for Successful Competitions! 



Gifted Programming 

In January of this year, students in grades two and 

four took two standardized tests. One of the tests 

was an achievement test—the Stanford      

Achievement. This test takes a look at skills 

learned in school. The other assessment was the 

Otis Lennon Ability Test. This test focuses less on 

school skills and more on reasoning abilities. 

The results of these assessments can be used for 

identification of students in two categories    

recognized by the State. The Stanford         

Achievement Test can identify  students as gifted 

in the Specific Academic areas of math and / or 

reading. A national percentage of 95%+ is needed 

for this identification. 

The results from the Otis Lennon can be used to 

identify students in the area of Superior Cognitive.  

A cognitive score index of  126 is needed for this 

identification.  

South Euclid Lyndhurst hopes to be able to meet 

the needs of all students in our district and    

information gained from these tests will help 

create a more complete picture of your child’s 

learning strengths. 

More information about gifted assessments and 

to learn more about gifted programming in the 

district—go to the SEL home page. Click on the 

parent tab and then click on Gifted Services. 

ALPHA Reading—Grades 4—6 
GIS—Mrs. Gina Arnold 

 

 
ALPHA Reading students have been researching Children’s Literary Awards 

such as the Caldecott, Newberry and Coretta Scott King Award. The 4th, 5th 

and some 6th grade students are currently working on their last project of 

the year. Students selected their favorite book that they read this year and 

are creating their own Literary Award for the book. The students are not only 

designing a new award, but they are naming it, writing the terms of the 

award by explaining what genre is eligible, writing criteria for the award and 

explaining exactly how winning books are determined. The students will finish 

the projects by writing a paragraph that justifies his/her book choice as the 

recipient of the award. They must discuss the relevance using the criteria and 

terms that were established. 

 

A small group of 6th grade ALPHA readers have been watching and analyzing 

book trailers online. They are in the process of using WeVideo to create their 

own video trailer of their favorite book that they read this year. The students 

have a rubric that will help guide their video and they will be using peer    

editing along the way. We are looking forward to our screening party at the 

end of the project! 
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 4th Grade Literature Group 
 

Mrs. Arnold’s 4th grade Literature Circle completed their study of the novel A 

Sign of the Beaver, by Elizabeth George Speare. The students met weekly with 

Mrs. Arnold to discuss the book. Throughout the novel study the  students 

had the opportunity to make predictions, ask questions, share  observations, 

and make connections. Each week the students analyzed a different example 

of the Writer’s Craft such as conflict, similes, and character development. 

Each student created and presented a project as a  culmination to the novel 

study. Some students developed a new technique to teach someone to read, 

while others worked together to create a  scrapbook representing lessons 

learned in the novel. 

 

 

 

 



 

More Invention Convention 

Photos: 
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STEP UP: Grade 4—5 CREATIVITY: The Invisible Unicorn 

GIS: Mrs. Gina Arnold 

 

The STEP UP students have embarked on a creative lesson called the Invisible Unicorn. 

This activity is designed to enhance creativity and divergent thinking. According to   

research, there are four specific abilities that are necessary components in the         

development of creativity and divergent thinking. These four abilities are fluency (the 

ability to think of many ideas), flexibility (the ability to produce a variety of different 

ideas), originality (the ability to produce unusual and unique ideas), and elaboration 

(the ability to fill in details and develop ideas). 

 

To begin the activity, the students first selected a piece of paper with just a few       

random markings on it. They had to examine the paper from all sides, angles and     

corners. The goal of the activity is for the student to create an idea that he or she 

thinks no one else will come up with. After the drawing is created, the students wrote a 

poem, song, or short story to go with their “Invisible Unicorn.” 

 

 

Sample “Invisible Unicorn” project with picture and story. 



3rd Grade ALPHA Reading 
GIS—Marcia Armbruster 

The ALPHA math third graders went on a mathematical adventure as they 

entered the world of Jon Scieszka’s Math Curse, a well-known book in which 

the main character falls prey to his teacher’s challenge that “you can think of 

almost everything as a math problem.” The students solved all the plaguing 

problems in this book, from working with binary numbers to fraction         

challenges to statistics and probability. In addition, students  solved complex 

deductive reasoning and mathematical brain teasers on Houghton Mifflin’s 

Eduplace website, both in small groups and individually.  
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4th Grade ALPHA Math 

3rd  Grade ALPHA Math 

Greenview ALPHA math fourth graders have been using higher level thinking 

strategies of analysis and evaluation, combined with multistep and multi-

operational math strategies, to work problems with the “Math Rules!” series, 

a resource published for gifted math students. They are busy solving complex 

deductive reasoning and mathematical brain teasers on Houghton Mifflin’s 

Eduplace website, both in small groups and individually. 

     The students at Adrian, Rowland, and Sunview are finishing the chapter book 

Frindle as they continue to be a part of a blogging community using Kidblog, a 

private, secure site where teachers and students can share writing. In these blog 

discussions the students are using analysis skills to form opinions based on       

personal ideas and values. They are also employing reasoning skills and evidence 

from the author’s writing to help inform their opinions. In addition to working 

with this award winning novel, the students are creating original poetry and short 

stories as they use Storybird, a creative kid-friendly website where students can 

explore artists’ illustrations and use these works to inspire and enhance their own 

writing. 
Student working on the  

Storybird website. 

ALPHA math student     

working on a math            

simulation. 

5th Grade ALPHA Math 
  
ALPHA Math 5th graders continued their study of ancient mathematical number 
systems by analyzing and working with the Mayan number system, and finishing 
their year-long study by comparing and evaluating all previous learned ancient 
number systems: primitive, Egyptian, Babylonian, Greek, Roman, and Mayan. They 
are currently creating their own “ancient” number system, creating problems for 
the class to work, and creating history behind an invented culture. They will present 
their creations to the class upon completion of the project. 

6th Grade ALPHA Math 
  
Greenview 6th grade ALPHA Math students have been busy researching famous historical 
mathematicians in order to learn about their contributions to our mathematical world. 
Each student selected one mathematician and will create a Power Point presentation to 
the class. Some of the students are learning more about well known mathematicians such 
as Sir Isaac Newton, Euclid and Pythagoras. Other students have chosen lessen known 
mathematicians such as Leonhard Euler, Kovalevsky, and Evelyn Boyd Granville. 



 

 

 
Grade 6 STEP UP 
GIS: Mr. Bob Bell 

 

STEP UP at Greenview has been a “smashing” good time as we concluded our creativity challenges with the annual egg 

drop. There were four challenges in all and the students showed skilled creative processes throughout. 

 

Our creativity challenges more than just give students a challenge in the classroom. Gifted programming positively        

influences students’ futures. According to the National Association for Gifted Children (NAGC) website, several longitudinal 

studies have shown that gifted programs have a positive effect on students’ post-secondary plans. Developing the love for 

learning is one of our goals in STEP UP. 

 

The sixth graders walked to McDonalds as a year-end reward for their diligence and perseverance throughout the course 

of the year. I am proud of them for getting the tasks completed and maintaining a positive attitude.  

 

 

 

 Sixth graders are ready to 

test the contraptions they 

created to protect an egg 

during the Egg Drop     

Challenge. 

5th Grade STEP UP 
GIS: Mrs. Gina Arnold 

 

After visiting the Ralph Mueller Observatory and the Planetarium at the Cleveland Museum of Natural History, fifth 

grade students selected and investigated an astronomy topic that they wanted to learn more about. The students not 

only chose their topics, but they picked a project to create and present to the class. Some topics that were presented 

include The Northern Lights, Comets, Constellations, Planets that you never heard of, Nebulae, The Sun, and Space 

Junk. 

 

 



Teachers open the door, you enter by yourself.                                                  
Chinese Proverb 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians, 

 During this year in SEL’s gifted programming, the gifted intervention specialist and classroom     

teachers have attempted to “open new doors” for their students— 

   Doors to more complex content. 

   Doors to enrichment. 

   Doors to understanding of self and others. 

   Doors to new opportunities.  

   Doors to new experiences. 
 

 The students who have gained the most by being involved in gifted programming this year are the 

students who have chosen to travel through the doors opened to them by the programming and the teachers. 

 This year, our gifted students have had many opportunities to interact with a variety of  activities. The 

activities were varied—from learning about the stock market and Shakespeare to being involved in the        

inventive process. All of the challenges presented to the students were built on or were extensions of the    

regular education program. Besides academic challenges, teachers also addressed the social / emotional     

aspects of giftedness as needed. 

 I hope that students have been and will continue to be motivated to try to do their best on all tasks 

they attempt—that they will be willing to travel through new “doors of opportunity” whenever possible. 

 It was great to see so many of you at the parent meeting at the Board Office on May 4th. Thank you 

for your support of gifted programming this year in SEL.  As the school year draws to an end, I would like to 

encourage parents and/or students to share any comments about  gifted programming in the district. What are 

the strengths of the programming? Where do you see room for improvement? Your insights will give the  

gifted staff topics for discussion and ideas to further refine  services to our gifted population. Please send your 

comments to me via email or snail mail. (Addresses below). 

 I have been privileged to work with these gifted students on a very limited basis this year. With the 

potential that is displayed by this group of students, I can feel safe in saying that our future looks promising.  

 Please continue to nurture the talents and interests of these young people as they develop into the 

adults they will become. Thank you in advance for any programming insights that you will share. Your     

questions, concerns and comments are all valuable as we continue to refine gifted programming in SEL. 

Have a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Coordinator’s Corner 

South Euclid Lyndhurst  Schools 

 

Debra Barrickman, Ph.D. 

Gifted Coordinator 

Greenview Upper Elementary 

1825 South Green Road 

South Euclid, Ohio  44121 

 

Phone: 216-691-2023 
Email: barrickman@sel.k12.oh.us 

Third grade STEP UP at end of the year 

luncheon. 


